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Dry Ice Demonstration 
Jacob Levine, a Grade 11 student at Westsyde Secondary School, shows how to put out a fire using carbon 
dioxide gas released from dry ice. The carbon dioxide gas is heavier than air, and replaces the air around the 
flames, extinguishing the 'fire'. Jacob and Braden Olson, grade 12 at WSS, put on two special shows on 
Saturday at the BIG Little Science Centre. 



 2 

Jacob and Braden's Dry Ice Demonstration 
Gordon Gore Photos 

 

 
             Susan Hammond Photo 
 
On Saturday May 27, two Westsyde Secondary School students were courageous enough to put on a dry ice 
show at the BIG Little Science Centre. The morning show was well attended (above). The afternoon show had 
just a handful of visitors, probably because it was such a sunny day after a long tough winter. However, Jacob 
Levine and Braden Olson seemed to enjoy the opportunity to experiment with dry ice, and they would have 
even if no one showed up to watch. After all, how many high school kids get to work directly with this 
wonderful stuff! There is a huge difference between seeing dry ice on the Internet and working directly with it 
yourself. Dry ice is not easy to access, but assistant operator Susan Hammond managed to obtain some from 
TRU, and this made it possible for the boys to do their show. 
 

 
 

 
Jacob and Braden load film canisters with a small amount of water and some dry ice. The lid is snapped on 
quickly, and within a few seconds the canister rockets off with a satisfying loud pop. 
 
Notice that the demonstrators wore protective glasses and gloves throughout the show. 
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Bubbles containing carbon dioxide gas were a major part of the show. 

 

 
 

Soap bubbles floating in carbon dioxide gas 
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What happens when you drop dry ice into a beaker containing water with a pH indicator (Universal Indicator)? 
The colour change indicates the liquid is turning acidic. This is because the carbon dioxide forms carbonic acid 
when it dissolves in water. 
 

 
 

It has been a real pleasure watching senior secondary science students do shows at the BIG Little Science 
Centre during the past few weeks. I have often wondered what it would be like to have a science centre in a 
high school, where serious science students might have the opportunity to create science demonstrations and 
displays for their schools. It is difficult for secondary teachers to arrange class visits to our Centre because of 
timetable constraints.  
          Thank you to Jenn Filek, WSS science teacher,  for encouraging her students to get involved with this 
project. I know the kids enjoyed themselves, and it was fun for yours truly to see these young people enjoying 
doing science with real stuff. Thanks also to Susan Hammond for creating the opportunity for the students to 
do the special demonstrations. 
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Annual Science Fair at Westsyde Secondary School 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Gordon Gore Photos 

WSS had its annual Science Fair day for Grade 11 science students on Thursday May 25. A wide range of 
topics was explored, from photography to football. Students had the opportunity to study a topic in depth. 
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Saturday Schedule for June 
Susan Hammond 

 
All programs at 11am and at 1:30 

  
June 3: Static Electricity Show 
June 10: Magnetism Show 
June 17: Spaghetti and Marshmallows Structure Lab 
June 24: Static Electricity Show 
July 1: Closed at main centre. Visit the BIG Little Science Centre’s Travel Booth in 
Riverside Park, 9am to 6pm. 

BIG Little Science Centre 2017 Summer Camps 
 !
Camp 1: Junior Science Camp!
July 10th – July 14th 2017 - 9:00AM - 3:00PM.  Ages: Completed Kindergarten and up.!

Hands-on games, crafts, experiments, all with a science theme.!
Camp 2: Arduino Camp!
July 17th – July 21th 2017 - 9:00AM - 3:00PM.  Ages: 12 and up.!

Learn practical coding and design/make your own machines.!
Camp 3: Field Science Camp!
July 24th – July 28th 2017 - 9:00AM - 3:00PM.  Ages: 10 and up.!

Future scientists join us for hands-on true science exploration! 
Animals, plants, environment, and more; in the lab and outside.!

Camp 4: Junior Science Camp #2!
Aug 14th – Aug 18th 2017 - 9:00AM - 3:00PM.  Ages: Completed Kindergarten and up.!

Hands-on games, crafts, experiments, all with a science theme.!
Camp 5: Robotics Camp!
Aug 21th – Aug 25th 2017 - 9:00AM - 3:00PM.  Ages: 10 and up.!

Design, build and program your own robots, PLUS enjoy 
extra coding, games, and robotic related activities. 

All Camps: $180 per week per child.  
Science centre members pay $170 per camp. 
Registration forms are online: blscs.org.!

For more information please contact Susan Hammond: susan@blscs.org, 
or call 250-554-2572. 

 
Are you interested in bridge building? Watch this YouTube video! 

Recommended by Eric Wiebe, Director, BIG Little Science Centre Society: 

Q'eswachaka Bridge in Peru 

What an amazing feat and a great tradition! 

Click here: The Bridge at Q’eswachaka - YouTube 
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March 2009, Bert Edwards site: A neodymium magnet is strong enough that its  
magnetic field can support the steel nails, even through the young fellow's hand.  
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Small but Colourful Local Birds 
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Comical Critters 
Gordon Gore Photo 

 

 
"The earthlings have arrived. Call for reinforcements!" 
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Back issues of BIGScience can be viewed at <http://blscs.org/newsletters/> 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public at these times: 
Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 
Phone: 250 554 2572   E-mail Gord@blscs.org  or  Susan@blscs.org 

 
A family membership is $60.00/year. An individual membership is $45.00/year. A family membership consists 
of five directly related people. (This includes any combination of grandparents, parents and children).!Individual 
day rates are:  

Adults (16 to 59)  $6     Seniors (60 plus) $4      Youth (6 to 15 years old)  $3        Family $15. 
Children 5 years old or younger) Free 

 

The Main Benefits of Membership: 
!         Member ID cards for all members 
!         Free entry to our Exploration Room, events, shows, activities 
!         FREE or discounted admission to MOST Canadian science centres, including Science World       
      and the H.R. MacMillan Space Centre in Vancouver 
!         Discounts for Science and Robotics Camps / Clubs in Kamloops 
!         Voting privileges at the BIG Little Science Centre’s Annual General Meeting 

Visit our website blscs.org for more details on the benefits of membership. 
 

Drop-in Visit Information 
 
What is a Drop-in Visit?    
During drop-in times our hands-on rooms are open for visitors to tour at their leisure. The 
rooms have approximately 140 stations of hands-on activities to try. We also have an activity or 
show running Saturdays! 
Drop-in Visiting hours 
• Tuesday - Saturday 10:00 - 4:00 
• Check Facebook or twitter for the latest information. 
For safety purposes we require children under age 16 be accompanied by a minimum number of 
supervising adults: 
• For children 4 years old and under, 1 adult per every 3 children is required. 
• For children 5 years old to 9 years old, 1 adult per every 5 children is required. 
• For children 10 years old to 16 years old, 1 adult per 10 children is required. 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is Closed Sundays and Holidays. 
 


